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Year 11 Transition 2020/21 
 
The percentage of learners progressing from the Merthyr Tydfil schools has remained the same as 2019 entry with 
83% progressing. 
 
Enrolment into The College Merthyr Tydfil  
Table 1 overleaf provides a detailed breakdown of the numbers progressing into the college by each school and 
level of study.  
The table illustrates that:  

 The number of learners progressing from the Merthyr Tydfil schools has increased slightly from 460 in 2019 to 
467 in 2020.  

 120 learners progressing from the Merthyr Tydfil schools have enrolled on A level programmes (115 learners in 
2019) 

 157 learners have enrolled on a level 3 vocational programme (34%) in comparison to 128 learners in 2019 
(28%) 

 71 learners (have enrolled on a level 2 programme (15%) in comparison to 82 learners in 2019. (18%) 

 The number of learners that have enrolled on level 1 programmes has decreased slightly to 117 (25%) learners 
from 120 learners (26%) in 2019.  

 
Table 2 overleaf provides an overview of the pathways of the learners that have not progressed into the college. 
Working with the local authority and Careers Wales, we have been able to identify that: 

 4 learners have enrolled on lower level engagement programmes with the Military Preparation College or 
People’s Plus  

 We have seen lower numbers of MAT learners progressing on to study at Cardiff Sixth Form Academy from 
Cyfarthfa High School  

 We have, however, seen higher numbers of learners progressing onto vocational programmes at other 
providers for courses that we do not offer, including Hospitality and Catering, Plumbing and Electrical 
Engineering.  



Table 1: Progression from the Merthyr Tydfil schools  

 
 

 
 



Moving forwards  
 
The college has been working in partnership with Heads of Year 11 at each school to determine the most effective 
way of being able to take forward school transition for this academic year. We understand that this year is going to 
be challenging and difficult so we will work with each school to take forward activities and events to suit that 
school.  
 
We held our first Open Event on Tuesday 10th November and we are now looking to take forward a range of 
additional activities, virtual subject talks, live Q and A sessions and school specific talks as follows:  
 

Date Event  School/college  

Wednesday 18th December, 4-
5pm  

Engineering subject talk  Virtual College event via 
Teams  

Monday 23rd November, 4-5pm  Engineering subject talk Virtual College event via 
Teams 

Tuesday 1st December, 4-5pm  Engineering subject talk Virtual College event via 
Teams 

Wednesday 2nd December, 6-
6.30pm  

Sports Coaching and Fitness live Question and 
Answer session  

Virtual College event via 
Teams 

Wednesday 2nd December, 
6.30pm-7pm 

Public Services live Question and Answer session Virtual College event via 
Teams 

Tuesday 8th December, 
12.30pm -3.00pm  

Year 11 Talk and Application Session at Bishop 
Hedley Catholic High School  

Bishop Hedley High 
School  

Wednesday 9th December, 
5.30pm – 6.30pm  

Engineering subject talk Virtual College event via 
Teams 

Wednesday 16th December, 3-
4pm  

Engineering subject talk Virtual College event via 
Teams 

 

Wednesday 16th December, 8.30am – 
4pm  

Year 10 and year 11 talks at Afon Taf PSE 
Day  

Afon Taf High School  

Friday 15th January –  Virtual career pathway event Virtual College 
event  

Monday 18th January 2021  Virtual Open Event  Virtual College 
event  

 
In addition to the above, we are working with the Heads of Year 11 to prepare subject videos and presentations 
that can then be down to pupils during that particular subject lesson or during PSE lessons etc.



Overview of A level results achieved by the college: 

 
A2 Level Attainment 
In 2019/20, 100% of A’ level learners at the college achieved grades A*-E (exceeding the Welsh Average of 99.9%), 
91% earned A*-C grades, a substantial rise of 15% in comparison to the 2019 A*-C pass rate. 41% of learners 
achieved A*A grades ( an increase of 18% on the A*A grades is 2019.) This is a clear demonstration of the year on 
year improvement in A level delivery and achievement.  Whilst the A2 results for 2019/20 were awarded on the 
basis of calculated grades, a robust quality process ensured a strong evidence base was available to support these 
judgements. 
 
AS Level Attainment 
The college achieved a 98% AS pass rate, a 5% increase on 2019. There was a 6% increase in the number of A grades 
and a 13% increase in the A-C grade pass rate from 2019.  
 
A Level Success Rate 

A level success rate: 4 year trend 
2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 

SR NC SR NC SR NA SR NA 

82% 84% 87% 86% 91% N/A 96% N/A 

 
It is evident from the table above that the rate at which A level learners successfully complete their qualifications 
has continued to improve over a sustained period of time.  
 
Consistent Performance Measures 
In June 2019 DFES confirmed that they would be establishing a new set of consistent performance measures for FE 
colleges and school sixth forms. 
 

General Education Programmes which includes AS and A2 learners are measured as follows: 

 Completion Rate: % of learners who completed: AS Levels, A2 Levels and the full two-year programme  

 Retention: % of learners who progressed from AS to A2  

 Achievement: % of learners achieving 3 or more A levels at grades A*-A, A*-C and A*-E 
 
In 2019/20 97% of AS and A2 level learners completed their qualifications. 80% of learners studying AS level 
qualifications progressed onto A2 level study.   
In 2019/20, 96% of A2 level learners at the college achieved 3 or more A levels at grades A*-E. This compares very 
favourably to the Welsh Average of 89% in 2018/19.  
Appendix 1 provides an overview of AS and A2 level outcomes by course over the past 3 years. 
 

Value Added: 
The College achieved an A level Quality Indicator score of 1 (compared to a QI score of 2 in 2018/19. This places the 
college in the top 10% of the ALPS cohort nationally. 90% of A level grades achieved in 2019/20 were on target 
compared to 74% in 2018/19.  
In 2019/20 the college achieved an AS Level Quality Indicator Score of 2, equal to 2018/19, placing the college in the 
top 20% of the ALPS cohort nationally. 84% of grades achieved in 2019/20 were on target, a 7% improvement when 
compared with the percentage of AS grades on target in 2018/19. 
FFT value added data reflecting 2019/20 A level outcomes will not be published by Welsh Government this year. 
 

Moving Forward: 
Whilst we will continue to measure success rates as an indication of comparative performance, a 3 A level consistent 
performance measure report is currently under development. This will enable comparable monitoring of 
performance against all other Welsh post 16 providers. 
The significantly higher achievement of the 3 A level measure against the Welsh average provides further evidence 
of strong progress towards the college’s ambition of having the best A level centre of any college in Wales.   
The college is working towards further sustained improvements in A level outcomes by: 



 further refining A level entry qualifications 

 improving advice and guidance on the value and significance of level three vocational awards 

 forensically reviewing all A levels which do not attain acceptable outcomes in two out of three years 

 focusing on the attainment of higher grades 

 continuing to develop the best and most stimulating teaching and support 

 improving target setting and monitoring. 

 Improve AS-A2 retention, completion rate for 3 A Levels. 
 

Overview of Vocational results  
Vocational learners continued to perform well in 2019/20 despite the disrupted nature of their studies. Whilst the 
majority or results have been confirmed, the college is still awaiting results in Motor Vehicle, hair and beauty, care 
and childcare courses where a licence to practice is required. This is due to delays in assessment as a consequence 
of Covid 19. Where agreed adaptations to practical assessments are permitted, learners and staff are working hard 
to complete. Please note, however, that some qualifications Child Care are still awaiting further mitigations or delays 
from the Awarding Bodies.    

 
Conclusion: 
The College Executive is delighted with the College’s performance in August 2020 at all levels.  We recognise that 
these results are testament to the hard work and dedication of the students and teaching staff and also the parents 
and staff in Student Services who have supported the students throughout the past two years, particularly during the 
disruptions in Spring 2020. We are confident that we have established protocols and procedures to enable us to 
rigorously monitor and support our students in order to maintain the current performance, whilst at the same time 
recognising that there are areas of our provision that we need to further refine in order to ensure that all our students 
fulfil their true potential.   

 
Overview of successes and achievements – student case studies   
The following section provides a snapshot of student successes and achievements for pupils who previously studied 
at our local feeder schools.  
 

Learner Case Studies 
 

Afon Taf High School  
 
Past Afon Taf High School pupil, Emily Steed, achieved a B in Biology, B in Mathematics and a C in Chemistry.  
 
Tabitha Williams and Katie Kinsey both past Afon Taf high school pupils, achieved D*D*D* in their BTEC Level 3 
Health and Social Care diplomas and have now progressed on to study Adult Nursing at the University of South 
Wales. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Also celebrating alongside Tabitha and Katie were Zoe Coughlan who achieved a double distinction and Katie Stewart 
who achieved a D*D*.  
  

 



Past pupils Joseph Baker and Jordan Keast celebrated excellent results. Joseph achieved an A*in Sociology and an A 
in History and has now progressed on to Swansea University to study History.  
Jordan achieved D*D* in Sport and Engineering and has now progressed on to study Sport Conditioning at Cardiff 
Met.  
 

 
 
A level learner Ffion Bevan achieved fantastic results and has now progressed on to study Welsh at Swansea 
University. Celebrating alongside Ffion was Joella Nolan who achieved a D*D* in her BTEC level 3 Business. 
 

 
 
WVEP Engineering Ambassador Luke Protheroe achieved a Double Distinction Star in his Engineering course. Luke, 
who has secured an apprenticeship with General Dynamics, has excelled during his time at college and was also 
successfully awarded an internship with Brush Switchgear during the summer of 2019.   
 

Cyfarthfa High School  
Ian Williams achieved an A in Computer Science, A* in Maths, A* in Further Maths and A* in Physics. Former Cyfarthfa 
High School pupil Ian has now progressed on to study Physics at University.  
 
Speaking to the Education Minister, Ian Commented “I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at the college. My tutors 
have gone above and beyond to ensure I succeed, supporting me academically and by showing a true interest in me 
as a person.” 
 

 
 
  



Celebrating alongside Ian was Archie Williams, also former Cyfarthfa High School pupil. Archie, also who was one of 
the college’s first ever cohort of learners to be awarded the Panasonic Trust Future Engineers Award, has progressed 
on to study Civil Engineering at University.  Archie achieved an A* in Further Maths, a B in Physics and a Distinction 
star in Engineering. 
 
 

 
 
Commenting on their results, Science and Engineering tutor, Martin Thomas, stated “I was so pleased for Ian and 
Archie. They worked really hard and thoroughly deserved their excellent results. I wish them all the very best for 
their future.” 
 
Amongst the college’s science high flyers was Fatima Hammed. Fatima achieved an A* in Biology, A in Physics, A in 
Maths and a B in Chemistry.  The former Aberdare Community School pupil is now looking forward to taking a gap 
year before progressing on to University.  
 
Alongside volunteering on the college’s learner assembly and being a proactive ‘Learner Ambassador’ for the college, 
Chemistry enthusiast and past Cyfarthfa High School pupil Thomas John, was celebrating after achieving 3 As in 
Chemistry, Biology and Computer Science. Thomas, who was also fortunate in being awarded the Worshipful Livery 
Company of Wales in recognition of his dedication to his studies, has now progressed on to study Chemistry at York 
University.  
 

 
 
  

Commenting on his results, Thomas, who has 

overcome significant challenges this year, 

stated “I am so happy with my results. Staff 

at the college go above and beyond to help 

you succeed. The vast amount of support I 

have received has enabled me to develop 

both academically and personally.” 

 



 
Matthew Downes, past Cyfarthfa pupil, achieved a Distinction in his UAL level 3 Performing Arts. Matthew has now 
progressed on to READ Foundation College to study Musical Theatre. 
 

 
 
Former pupil John Busani achieved an A in Sociology, A in English Literature and a B in Psychology. 
 
Former Cyfarthfa High School pupil Heidi Jehu achieved an A* in Sociology, an A in Business and a D* in IT. Celebrating 
alongside Heidi was also Holly Jones, who also achieved an A* in Sociology and a B in Business.   Commenting on her 
results, Heidi stated “The thing that I most enjoyed about my time at the college is that the tutors treat you with 
respect and not just as their students. They help with any issues both academic and non-academic related. I found it 
to be a welcoming environment which made my past 2 years of education very enjoyable.” 
 
Other Business students David Williams and Tom Bush. David, former Cyfarthfa High School pupils also achieved 
excellent Business results. David achieved an A in Law and A in Maths and an A in Business. Tom achieved an A in 
Business, B in Psychology, B in Geography and a Distinction star in IT.  
 
Former pupil, Bridey Connolly successfully achieved D*D*D* in her BTEC Business course providing her with the 
points she needs to successfully progress on to university. Also celebrating with Bridey was Lyvia Jehu who achieved 
a D*D*D* in her BTEC Applied Science course. Lyvia will now progress on to study Psychology at Cardiff University.  
 
Engineering learners achieved some fantastic results with a number of learners achieving Distinction stars across the 
board. Troy Reynolds and Fabian Skrzypiec both achieved a D*. Troy has now progressed on to study Engineering at 
Swansea University and Fabian has successfully gained an apprenticeship with JCAC.  
 

 
 
Mia Evans achieved 3 A* in History, Religious Studies & Government and Politics. 
 
  



 

Bishop Hedley Catholic High School  
 
Lois Mullins, former Bishop Hedley Catholic High School learner achieved an A in Biology, A* in Maths and an A in 
Further Maths, enabling her to progress successfully on to study Maths at Bath University.  
 
Caitlin Foley, former Bishop Hedley Catholic High School pupil achieved an A* in English Language and Literature, an 
A in Geography, A in History and an A in Religious Studies, enabling her to progress successfully on to study History 
and English at Aberystwyth University.   
 

 
 
Speaking to ITV Wales, Caitlin commented “The best part about college for me was the teachers. They were 
supportive when I first arrived in college during the transition from GCSEs and school to A levels and college. Their 
lessons were enjoyable, informative and I always felt that my teachers were motivating to help students get the best 
grades possible. On the whole, the tutors genuinely care about the students.” 
 

 
 
There were also triple distinction stars all round for Josh Long in his BTEC IT course. The former Bishop Hedley 
Catholic High School pupil has now too progressed on to study Cyber Security at the University of South Wales. 
  

Dominic Lewis, former Bishop Hedley 

pupil, achieved D*D*D* in his level 3 IT 

course. He has now progressed on to 

study Cyber Security at the University of 

South Wales. 

 



 

 
 
Alex Moody achieved an A in Psychology, A* in History and an A* in Government and Politics. Former Bishop Hedley 
Catholic High School pupil Alex has now progressed on to study Government and Politics at Durham University.   

 
Pen Y Dre High School  
 
After two years of hard work, Ffion Wood successfully achieved D*D*D* in her BTEC Level 3 Sports course. Ffion is 
now taking a gap year prior to progressing on to university next year.  Celebrating alongside Ffion was Katie Mason, 
who achieved a Distinction and two Merits.  Katie has now progressed on to study Sports Coaching at the University 
of South Wales.  
 

 
 
Wojciech Jez achieved a triple Distinction* in his BTEC Business course with us and is now progressing on to study a 
Business Degree.   
 

 
 



Other past pupils studying on Business and travel also performed very well. Libby Stent achieved a double distinction, 
Brandon Newman achieved a double pass and Courtney Taylor also achieved a double pass.  
 
Keeping in with the school’s tradition and high reputation for drama and music, past pupils Ashleigh Collins and Lewis 
Lee achieved distinctions across the board.  
 
A level learner Emily Richards achieved a Distinction Star in her BTEC L3 Subsidiary Diploma Sport FT A level, a C in 
Psychology and an A in Sociology, enabling her to successfully progress on to study Mental Health Nursing at Cardiff 
University. 
 

 
 
Public Services student and former Penydre pupil Ethan Scriven achieved D*DD on his BTEC L3 Public Services 
course.  
 

 
 
Alexandra Owens achieved BBC grades! Alexandra has now progressed on to study diagnostic radiography at the 
University of Exeter. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tom Bowditch was another one of our first cohort of ‘Royal Academy of Engineering Future Panasonic Trust Bursary 
learners. The past Penydre pupil successfully achieved a B in Design and Technology and a C in Physics enabling him 
to now progress on to study Engineering at Swansea University.  
 

 
 
 

Former pupil Emily Leese-Griffiths achieved a 

B in Sociology, B in Psychology and a B in 

History. Emily Leese achieved BBB. Emily has 

successfully been accepted on to study 

History and Politics at Cardiff University.  

Sophie Owens achieved D*DD! Sophie has now 

progressed on to study Midwifery at the 

University of South Wales. Celebrating excellent 

Health and Social Care results alongside Sophie 

were also past Penydre pupils Neve Miles who 

achieved a Triple Distinction Star, Patrycja 

Stulczewska who achieved a Distinction Merit 

and Tiegan Hope who achieved three merits.  

 


